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A fascinating biography of one of Australia’s most respected and well-regarded
politicians. An idealist as well as a pragmatist, and someone who believes
passionately in equality, democracy and empowerment, Race Mathews has

inspired and mentored many.

Race Mathews: A Life in Politics is the biography of a politician, academic,
author and reformer, tracing the life of Race from childhood and his political
awakenings to working for fellow Fabian and great mentor, Gough Whitlam, in
‘the most tumultuous, and by far the most rewarding’ time of his career. His key
successes include helping to develop policies on education and Medibank (later
Medicare), conducting a major review of the police force, gun control, improving
disaster management after the 1983 Ash Wednesday bushfires, opening the
Arts Centre on Southbank and establishing the Melbourne Writers' Festival.

Drawing on a memoir Race began, but did not finish, and interviews, articles,
speeches, books and her own diaries, lola Mathews, journalist, author and
Race's partner for over fifty years, provides personal insight into the life and

work of one of our most highly respected politicians.
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‘Historian, philosopher, lay-preacher of the collectivist
essence in humanity, Dr Mathews’ quest within a life well
lived has been to show how, in order for the individual to
flourish, the collective must be nourished. A masterstroke
in lola Mathews' insightful, loving biography is to include Dr
Mathews" autobiographical passages revealing the poetic
vision in the politician. The co-operative movement has a
‘light on the hill' in Dr Mathews. No one has more clearly
connected the principle of co-operation and emancipation
for me than Race Mathews; for that | have eternal gratitude.”

Melina Morrison, CEO Business Council
of Co-operatives and Mutuals (BCCM)

‘Race Mathews reminds us of the very best in a politician
and the possibilities of progressive politics. This marvellous
biography will renew your faith in both."

Professor Jenny Hocking
‘It is essential reading for those seeking ideas and guidance
on how we can do better’
Professor Janet McCalman
‘No one but lola Mathews could have written about Race's
life with such insight, understanding and wisdom.
John Faulkner, former Senator and Minister
‘If only we had more people in political and public life like
Race Mathews!
Professor the Hon Gareth Evans AC KC




